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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I: claims 1-12 in the reply filed on June 5, 
2009 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 9 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Ausubel, U.S. Patent Number: 6,026,383, in view of Takeshi: Patent Number JP 408079240A, 
further in view of Centner et al, US Publication Number: 2002/0007324 Al. 

3. As per claim 1, Ausubel teaches a method of conducting an auction among a plurality of 
bidders, wherein each of said plurality of bidders competing for a lot to be auctioned by an 
auction requester, said method comprising: 

allowing each bidder to place a respective bid for each of a plurality of bid parameters 
established for said lot (see column 1, lines 53-57), wherein: 

said plurality of bid parameters includes a price parameter and at least one non-price 
parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29); and 
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making bids received from each said bidder for said price and said non-price parameters 
available to said auction requester in real-time (column 2, lines 31-35, 61-67, column 3, lines 28- 
40, column 4, lines 21-29, where "specified objects" is equivalent of "non-price parameter"). 
Ausubel does not teach: 

said at least one non-price parameter includes a term of agreement regarding supply of a 
good and/or service, other than quantity of the good and/or service, between the auction 
requester and a given bidder that the auction requester and the given bidder agree to abide by in 
the event that given bidder is a winning bidder; said term of agreement includes at least one of 
lead time, labor rate, and contract length; and in the event a request to change non-price 
parameter is received and (2) an indication associated with unlocking said non-price parameter is 
not received prior to receiving the request, the requested change is not performed on the non- 
price parameter; and in the event (1) the request to changed the at least one non-price parameter 
is received and (2) the indication associated with unlocking at least one non-price parameter is 
received prior to receiving the request, the requested change is performed on the at least one non- 
price parameter; and using an auction server; using the auction server. 
Takeshi teaches: 

Said at least one non-price parameter (abstract); said at least one non-price parameter 
includes a term of agreement regarding supply of a good and/or service, other than quantity of 
the good and/or service, between the auction requester and a given bidder that the auction 
requester and the given bidder agree to abide by in the event that given bidder is a winning 
bidder (abstract). 
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Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add said at least one non-price parameter includes a term of agreement 
regarding supply of a good and/or service, other than quantity of the good and/or service, 
between the auction requester and a given bidder that the auction requester and the given bidder 
agree to abide by in the event that given bidder is a winning bidder feature to the method of 
Ausubel because Takeshi teaches that adding the feature helps to provide with the QOS request 
for specifying the bid price and the resources and the requesting the service, a price adjustment 
mechanism 4 for successively assigning the resources satisfied with the QOS request 3 in the 
descending order of the bid price for the plural QOS requests 3 received through a line and an 
execution means for executing a processing by using the assigned resources and returning the 
executed result. 

Centner et al. further teaches: in the event a request to change is received and (2) an 
indication associated with unlocking said is not received prior to receiving the request, the 
requested change is not performed on the and in the event (1) the request to changed the is 
received and (2) the indication associated with unlocking said is received prior to receiving the 
request, the requested change is performed on (][ 005 1-0052); wherein said term of agreement 
includes at least one of: lead time (see abstract, page 6, [0051]), labor length (page 4, [0041]), 
and contract length (page 6, claim 3); using an auction server (abstract; 0016 and 0026); using 
the auction server (abstract; 0016 and 0026). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add in the event a request to change is received and (2) an indication 
associated with unlocking said is not received prior to receiving the request, the requested 
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change is not performed on the and in the event (1) the request to changed the is received and (2) 
the indication associated with unlocking said is received prior to receiving the request, the 
requested change is performed on, the lead time, using an auction server and using the auction 
server features of Centner et al. to the combined method of Ausubel and Takeshi because 
Centner et al. teaches that adding features helps to more efficiently submit bids, refine bids, and 
monitor competitive bids up until a buyer-specified RFQ deadline date and time (see page 1 , 
[0014]). 

4. As per claim 3, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches the method wherein allowing each said bidder to place said 
respective bid includes performing the following in real-time: 

displaying a data entry page on a corresponding bidder computer terminal accessible to 
respective one of said plurality of bidders, wherein said data entry page includes a data entry 
field for each of said plurality of bid parameters (see column 2, lines 61-67); and 

allowing each said bidder to access said data entry page and place said respective bid for 
each of said plurality of bid parameters by entering said respective bid in said data entry field for 
corresponding bid parameter (column 3, lines 28-39). 

5. As per claim 4, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 3 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches wherein displaying said data entry page includes: 

executing an auction software (see Figure la and column 5, lines 1-3, where "program is 
equivalent of "software") at a remote computer (see column 3, lines 33-35) connected to each 
said bidder computer terminal via a communication network (see column 5, lines 47-60), 
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wherein said auction software, upon execution, generates said data entry page (see column 2, 
lines 61-67); and 

sending said data entry page generated upon execution of said auction software over said 
communication network to respective bidder computer terminals to be displayed thereon (see 
column 3, lines 33-40). 

6. As per claim 5, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 3 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches wherein said data entry page is displayed (see column 2, lines 
61-67) by executing an auction software (see Figure la and column 5, lines 1-3, where "program 
is equivalent of "software") resident on each said bidder computer terminal, wherein said auction 
software, upon execution, generates said data entry page (see column 3, lines 28-39). 

7. As per claim 9, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches a first computer terminal accessible to one of said plurality of 
bidders (see column 3, lines 28-32); and a second computer terminal accessible to said auction 
requester (see abstract and column 1, lines 34-40, where "buyer" is equivalent of "auction 
requester"), wherein said bid graph graphically depicts information about at least two bids placed 
by each of said one of said plurality of bidders and at least one other bidder from the remainder 
of said plurality of bidders (see column 8, lines 2-14, where "demand curve" is equivalent of 
"bid graph"), at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, 
lines 21-29). 

8. As per claim 11, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches the feature of preventing each bid initially placed for 
corresponding non-price parameter from being unintentionally modified thereafter during said 
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auction (see column 3, lines 17-27); and crediting, as a default, any non-initial bid entry by each 
said bidder to said price parameter only (see column 7, lines 47-67). 

9. As per claim 12, Ausubel, Centner and Takeshi teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches the feature of allowing said auction requester to establish said 
plurality of bid parameters for said lot (see column 1, lines 34-40 and column 4, lines 21-29). 

10. 

21 . Claims 2 and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ausubel, U.S. Patent Number: 6,026,383, in view of Takeshi: Patent Number: JP 408079240 A, 
in view of Centner, US Publication Number.: 2002/0007324 Al, further in view of Parunak et 
al, U.S. Pub. Number: 2002/0013631 Al. 

22. As per claim 2, Ausubel, Takeshi and Centner teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. 

Parunak et al. further teaches for each said bidder, generating a total bid for said lot by 
combining all bids placed by each said bidder, wherein said total bid equals in value to the bid 
for said price parameter placed by the corresponding bidder (see page 9, paragraphs [0125]- 
[0127]). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add the feature of generating a total bid to the method of Ausubel 
because Ausubel teaches that adding the feature of generating a total bid helps to maximize the 
allocative efficiency of the auction outcome (see column 2, lines 23-25 of Ausubel). 
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23. As per claim 6, Ausubel, Takeshi, Centner and Parunak teach the method of claim 2 
described above. 

Ausubel further teaches wherein generating said total bid for each said bidder includes 
performing the following in real-time for each said bidder: 

multiplying each bid received for a corresponding non-price parameter by zero and 
aggregating all zero-multiplied bids, thereby generating a null value; and combining said null 
value with said respective bid for said price parameter to generate said total bid, i.e. charged the 
highest bidder (see column 1, lines 5-52). 

24. As per claim 7, Ausubel, Takeshi, Centner and Parunak teach the method of claim 
2 described above. Ausubel further teaches making said total bid by each corresponding bidder 
available to said auction requester in real-time (column 2, lines 32-35 and column 4, lines 21- 
39). 

29. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ausubel, U.S. 
Patent Number: 6,026,383, in view of Centner et al, U.S. Pub. Number: 2002/0007324 Al, 
further in view of Takeshi, Patent Number JP408079240A. 

30. As per claim 10, Ausubel, Centner, and Takeshi teach method of claim 1 described 
above. Centner et al. further teaches wherein said at least one non-price parameter includes lead 
time (see abstract, page 6, [0051]); labor length (page 4, [0041]); and contract length (page 6, 
claim 3). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add the lead time feature of Centner et al. to the method of Ausubel 
because Centner et al. teaches that adding the non-price parameter lead time feature helps to 
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more efficiently submit bids, refine bids, and monitor competitive bids up until a buyer-specified 
RFQ deadline date and time (see page 1, [0014]). 

33. Claims 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ausubel, U.S. 
Patent Number: 6,026,383, in view of Popolo, Carl A., U.S. Pub. Number: US 5,715,402, 
further in view of Takeshi, Patent Number JP408079240A, further in view of Centner, US 
Publication Number: 2002/0007324 Al. 

34. As per claim 8, Ausubel, Centner, and Takeshi teach the method of claim 1 described 
above. Ausubel further teaches wherein at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price 
parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 

Ausubel does not teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder 
from said plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of 
bidders. 

Popolo teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said 
plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of bidders (see 
column 14, lines 50-54, column 15, lines 1-60 and column 16, lines 1-24). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said plurality of bidders available in real- 
time to a second bidder to the method of Ausubel, because Popolo teaches that bidders may 
require changing bids (see column 15, lines 24-27). 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA LIU whose telephone number is (571)270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on IFP. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. L./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



/James P Trammell/ 
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